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So, the English at Madras sent a letter of appreciation to Ananda Razu
for his valour and wisdom and assured him of sending tne assistance when
the troops arrived from Europe.5
Being impatient of the delay in getting the English help, Ananda Razu
sent a detachment and took the Fort of Chicacole imprisoning the Naib there
and hoisted the English colours on April 11, 1758. He wanted to march to
the Ichapore country and hoped to clear the country of the French within 10
or 15 days and then, he planned to go against Rajahmundry and Ellore.6
The French Governor, Lally, was totally uninterested in the Deccan
affairs. So, he wrote to Bussy, after reaching Hyderabad on July 15,1758
who had no option but to leave Hyderabad on July 18, 1758, assuring the
Nizam, Salabat Jung, that he would return soon, but that was never to be,
Bussy met de'Conflans at Bezwada on Aug 3,1758 and handed over
the charge of the Sarkars to him and set out for Pondicherry via Qngole. With
the departure of Bussy, the prestige and power of the French waned.
1. OCCUPATION OF VIZAGAPATAM
Ananda Razu of Vizianagaram, single-handedly occupied
Vizagapatam and very soon, he cleared Chicacole Sarkar of the French even
before the English sent their help. He invited the English to reestablish their
settlements in Vizagapatam.7 John Andrews was immediately sent by the
Madras Council to Vizagapatam.
On hearing that Conflans was marching against him, the Rajah wrote
an urgent appeal to Clive in Bengal for assistance.
The Bengal Council was not in favour of sending assistance to a rebel
chief like Ananda Razu, leaving Bengal in danger on the event of a threat of
invasion by the Mughal Government and besides this, the Murshidabad court
was also hostile to the English. But Robert Clive took an exception to these
views. He was induced by the prospect of a brilliant and promised results
from the letters of Ananda Razu and took an independent decision to send
assistance to Ananda Razu.8
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